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FACES IN THE CROWD: 
ARBORIST HAS DEEP ROOTS IN MEDFIELD 

By Linda Thomas, Medfield Press  
Captured from http://www.wickedlocal.com/medfield 

Posted August 2, 2010 

Trees are about the only thing we encounter every day 
that can live as long, or longer, than we do. 

So, Ellis Allen, 81, and trees have had a lot of time to 
cozy up to each other. They’ve grown up together – 
contemporaries. Old friends, as it were. 

Allen was Medfield’s tree warden for 34 years succeed-
ing his grandfather, George L.L. Allen, who served for 
42 years before him. 

“He was a professional arborist in every sense of the 
word,” town historian Richard DeSorgher said of Allen. 
“He knew what he was doing, and we see the results of 
his work today with many of the trees that line our 
streets that were planted. Much of the special quality 
that is Medfield comes from the trees planted during 
the 50s through the 80s when he was tree warden.” 

Allen’s family goes back to the very roots of the town, 
said DeSorgher, who 
teaches U.S. history and 
political science at Med-
field High School. 

“They have played an 
important role throughout 
Medfield history – leaders 
of the town, individuals 
who have gone off to war 
and abolitionists who 
came just before the Civil 
War. If you talk about 
Ellis Allen, you have to 
talk about George L.L. 
Allen. Between the two, 
trees were cared for by 

them for almost the entire 20th Century.” 

There aren’t many trees in Medfield that Ellis Allen has-
n’t worked on or been responsible for. 

“Trees bring me pleasure because they are growing 
things, and through proper maintenance, they can en-
hance a property and beautify a neighborhood,” he 
said. “I can work outdoors - far better than being shut 
up in an office or factory.” 

Many of the town trees that he worked with are still 
prominent trees in the town – in front of town hall or 
Lord’s Drug Store. He helped plant the trees along 
North Street by Etta Mahoney’s building in 1975 just 
prior to a celebration of the founding of Medfield. 

But it wasn’t all green for 
Medfield back in the 40s, 
when the Dutch elm dis-
ease struck not only Med-
field but also the country. 
The damaging effects of the 
disease basically wiped out 
the great American elm 
trees and spread through-
out Allen’s tenure. He re-
members constantly spray-
ing the trees to control the 
beetle that carried the dis-
ease from tree to tree. 

Allen began working with 
his grandfather during World War II, when there was a 
shortage of manpower. 

“This was my start in the tree care business,” he said. 
“In the winter we would work Saturdays creosoting 
gypsy moth egg masses as another control of the cat-
erpillar. This went to pruning and removing trees – and 
I guess then I was hooked.” 

He attended UMass Amherst where he graduated with 
a degree in arboriculture. 

In 1950, he was elected Medfield’s tree warden and at 
the same time started his own tree company, Allen 
Tree Experts, Inc., which he ran until he sold it in 1988. 
Two years later, he retired and moved to Cape Cod. 

Over the years, Allen offered advice to area homeown-
ers and businesses. 

“A more honest, knowledgeable man I haven’t yet met,” 
said George Lovell, owner of Lovell’s Flowers, Green-
house and Nursery in Medfield. 

Friends with Allen for more than 40 years, Lovell re-
members the time Allen convinced him to save a birch 
tree - and Lovell can still hear the advice Allen gave 
him. 

“It provides a spot for shade for that particular area,” 
Allen said. “Besides, once you take this down, I can’t 
make any more money on it.” 

Now, 25 years later, Lovell said the tree is still standing 
and thriving. 

In May 2008, Allen partnered with longtime friend Rob 
Gregg in a tree census of the old section of Vine Lake 
Cemetery. 

Armed with Allen’s expertise in arboriculture, his long 
ties to the community and his knowledge about the 
cemetery, the two men marched through the cemetery 
for five hours. They identified the kinds of trees, meas-
ured them, located them on a map and noted their con-
dition. 

A resident of Medfield for 38 years, Gregg is president 
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of Vine Lake Preservation Trust, which was established 
a year after the census. He said the exercise was valu-
able in charting the need for preservation in the ceme-
tery because trees do two things - they add beauty but 
also contribute to damage by growing too close to the 
memorials. 

“Ellis is a highly knowledgeable, dedicated and well-
respected man with a keen sense of humor,” Gregg 
said.  “When we completed the census, he told me it 
was productive and enjoyable and said, ‘Let’s do it 
again in the new section’.” 

On May 1 of this year, the Massachusetts Arborist As-
sociation sponsored Medfield’s “Arbor Day of Service” 
at the cemetery’s historic section. Arborists in Medfield 
and the surrounding towns participated in the event by 
donating their services in planting new trees and caring 
for existing ones. 

SNOW AND ICE WORKSHOP FROM BAYSTATE ROADS TO BE 

HELD IN 5 LOCATIONS STATEWIDE   

TOPICS  

• Environmental Impacts of Winter 

Operations 

• Benefits of Anti-Icing 

• Weather and How to Read 

Weather Maps 

• More Anti-Icing: Advantages of 

Being Proactive 

• Storm Scenario Exercise 

Find more information at 

their new website 

www.mass.gov/

baystateroads 

“The idea for the project originated with Ellis Allen,” 
said Mike Lueders, president of the Massachusetts Ar-
borist Association and owner of Lueders Tree & Land-
scape, Inc. in Medfield. 

One of the first encounters Lueders remembers having 
with Allen was in 1982. At that time, Allen was one of 
the examiners of the Massachusetts Certified Arborist 
Association. He examined candidates who wished to 
become certified arborists in Massachusetts. Lueders 
was one of those candidates. 

“Ellis is an exceptional arborist,” Lueders said. “He is a 
fellow who has always been involved in the industry 
and the community – and as a result has given back by 
helping other arborists and people in the tree busi-
ness.” 

Continued on page 9 
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Presenters 

Eric Seaborn ISA and Mass Certified Arborist & Ur-
ban Forestry Coordinator for the Massachusetts DCR 
Bureau of Fire & Forestry. 

Alan Snow MA Certified Arborist & Community Ac-
tion Forester with Massachusetts DCR Bureau of Fire 
& Forestry. 

Douglas Hutcheson is the Green Certification Pri-
vate Lands Service Forester for DCR Bureau of For-
estry and Forest Fire Control. 

Michael Downey is a licensed forester in Massachu-
setts and Service Forester with DCR Bureau of Fire & 
Forestry. 

Dr. Brian Kane is Professor of Commercial Arbori-
culture at the University of Massachusetts. His re-
search focuses of risk trees and tree structure.  Dr. 
Kane is a MA and ISA Certified Arborist. 

Calvin Layton MA Certified Arborist & Senior Vege-
tation Management Coordinator for Western MA 

Electric. 

David Bloniarz Project Coordinator for the Urban 
and Natural Resources Institute, USDA Forest Ser-

vice. 

Mike Olkin is the GIS Administrator for The Town of 
Amherst and instructor at Westfield State. 

Joe Perry is a licensed forester in Massachusetts 
and Service Forester with DCR Bureau of Fire & For-
estry. 

Eric Reynolds is a MA Certified Arborist & Forest 
Health Specialist with the DCR Bureau of Fire & For-
estry. 

Ben Crouch Organic Landscape & Garden Consult-
ant. 

Chuck Sherzi Jr. is MA and ISA Certified Arborist 
and soils instructor at the Landscape Institute in 
Cambridge. 

Presented by 

Massachusetts DCR  
Urban & Community Forestry Program  

 

Sponsored by   

USDA Forest Service   
Massachusetts Tree Wardens and Foresters Association 

November 5 - 6, 2010 
Harvard Forest, Petersham, MA 

2010 Massachusetts 
Tree Steward Training Program 
Strengthening Branches in Your Community Forest 

Tree Identification (Outside) 

Joe Perry 

Introduction to the Working Forest Initiative 

Douglas Hutcheson & Michael Downey  

Trees Response to Pruning (Outside)  

Brian Kane 

Utilizing Tree Inventories  

Mike Olkin 

Introduction to iTree Tools  

David Bloniarz 

Looking at Community Trees— 

Worcester: A Case Study 

Eric Seaborn  

Urban Orchards 

Ben Crouch 

Sustainable Urban Soils 

Chuck Sherzi 

Urban Forest Health Insects and Diseases 

Eric Reynolds   

Working with Your Utility Arborist 

Calvin Layton 

UCF Program Grants & Resources 

Eric Seaborn, Alan Snow 

Tree Planting 101 (Outside)  

  (Eric Seaborn & Alan Snow) 

http://www.mass.gov/dcr/stewardship/

forestry/urban/urbanBranch.htm 

Program at a Glance 
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The tree warden cares for and controls all public shade 
trees, shrubs and growths in the town, except for those 
along state highways, in public parks or in open places 
under the jurisdiction of the park commissioners, Allen 
said. No tree can be planted within a public way without 
the approval of the tree warden. 

DeSorgher says Allen was more than just a tree war-
den. 

“Because of his roots in the town and his love for the 
town, his work became a labor of love. The care of the 
town trees and the planting of so many trees by his 
grandfather and himself has given Medfield much of its 
shade and leaf character.” 

Allen served and cared for trees and landscapes of 
clients in Medfield, Dover and surrounding towns in 
eastern Massachusetts. His stories and adventures are 
told in his newly published book, “Tree Escapades.” 

Some of the stories, he said, are funny now but weren’t 
then. One is the tale of the “flattened chain saw,” when 
Allen was 20 something and a new business owner, 
heading to the Needham dump. 

“We had some logs on the truck,” Allen recalled. “We 

removed the headboard so as to pay out the cable from 
the winch. We then placed the chain saw on the side of 
the logs, against where the headboard would normally 
be.  At the dump entrance, the road was quite rough 
with a hill down to the log area. As I put on the brakes, 
my one and only chain saw slid off the front of the body 
and under the rear wheels. The heavy load of logs on 
the truck made quite an impression on the saw, break-
ing the case and handles. I certainly didn’t make much 
money on that job.” 

George and Laverne Lovell have remained in close 
contact with Allen. Though he has moved away, his 
legacy will live on forever, she said. 

So, when Allen returns to visit Medfield from Mashpee, 
he’ll walk past the many trees he planted and helped 
nurture. They are the few constants in his life – one of 
his life’s anchors. 

Trees are like parents, old uncles and very young chil-
dren. They have a generational connection similar to 
the one people have with each other. 

And, as Allen so aptly puts it, “They hang around 
longer than people do.” �  

Faces in the Crowd  — Continued from page 7 
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Visit our mature specimen tree farm. Over 

2,000 mature trees available to instantly 

establish your landscape. 

Relocate your mature plant material to 

create instant shade, privacy and beauty. 

We offer a wide selection of mature 

specimen trees: 

● Japanese Maple 

● Dogwood 

● Beech 

● Sugar Maple 

● Spruce 

● and more... 

● MA Certified Arborist 

● Owner Operated 

● Horticultural Consultant 

● Planting Plans 

A leader in New England 

in large tree & shrub 

transplanting  

Harvard, MA ●●●● Tel: 978-635-0409 ●●●● Fax: 978-635-9840 ●●●● acorntree@aol.com  
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Consulting ● Education ● Management  ● Tree CareConsulting ● Education ● Management  ● Tree Care  

Dave Hawkins, Consulting Arborist 
Over 30 years Experience in Arboriculture 

• Mass. Certified Arborist MCA #1425 

• ISA Board Certified Master Arborist  NE-0541-B   

• RI Licensed Arborist #696  

• American Society of Consulting Arborists, Member  

• Mass. Tree Wardens’ and Foresters’ Assn. 
 Executive Board Member; Western Mass. Representative  

•Tree Care Industry Association, Member  

154 Buffam Road, Pelham, Massachusetts 

(413) 253-4266 office/fax ● (413) 237-5106 mobile 

Email: dhawkufs@comcast.net   www.ufstrees.com 

   

Arboriculture Services   
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October 21 PDS: Chainsaw Safety 
Trainer: Dan Tilton 
Senior Center, Northborough, MA 

www.masstreewardens.org 
781-894-4759 

October 24 Masters Challenge 
Invitational Climbing Competition 
Pilgrim Memorial Park, Plymouth, MA 

www.newenglandisa.org 
978-844-0441  

October 25-26 New England ISA 
44th Annual Conference 
Radisson Hotel, Plymouth, MA  

www.newenglandisa.org 
978-844-0441  

October 29 Last chance to register for Green 
School –next class in 2012! 

www.umassgreeninfo.org 
413-545-0895  

Begins 

November 1 

UMass Extension’s Green School 
Doubletree Inn, Milford, MA 

November 5-6 Mass. DCR Tree Steward Training 
Harvard Forest, Petersham, MA 

alan.snow@state.ma.us 
413-577-2966 

November 9-11 2010 Partners in Community Forestry 
Conference—National Arbor Day Foundation 

Philadelphia, PA 
www.arborday.org 

December 31 Application deadline for Tree City USA  
alan.snow@state.ma.us 

413-577-2966 

 Winter 2011 

January 12-13 MTWFA 98th ANNUAL CONFERENCE 
Host Hotel, Sturbridge, MA 

www.masstreewardens.org 
781-894-4759 

February 2-4 New England Grows 
BCEC, Boston, 
MAwww.newenglandgrows.org 

December 1 Nomination Deadline for 
MTWFA Tree Warden of the Year 

781-894-4759 


