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National Grid participates in panel discussion, 
plants trees and provides $50,000 grant 

to help revive struggling forests  

COMPANY HELPS REVIVE WORCESTER FORESTS 

Over the past year or so, the City of Worcester, MA lost 
23,000 trees as a result of an Asian Longhorned Beetle 
infestation and the ice storm of 2008.  On October 2, 
National Grid joined forestry industry leaders from 
across the region to discuss the future of urban for-
estry, to plant new trees and to present a $50,000 tree 
replanting grant.  

Representatives from the City of Worcester, U.S. De-
partment of Agriculture, and the Massachusetts Depart-
ment of Conservation and Recreation participated in 
the interactive panel discussion and were on hand 
when National Grid led the ceremonial tree planting 
and commemorative plaque presentation, and pre-
sented its check to the City of Worcester. 

Following so many removals due to the ALB infestation, 
there is now no need to trim circuits in selected areas. 
National Grid has generously donated the previously- 
designated trimming funds for tree planting, using it for 
a very public opportunity to promote planting appropri-
ate species under wires.  

“National Grid’s forestry team is thrilled to demonstrate 
the power of action by contributing to the renewal of 
Worcester’s urban forest,” said Anne-Marie Moran, lead 
arborist, National Grid, and a panel participant. “The 
focus of this renewal is to promote planting ‘the right 
tree in the right place’ – the theme of this event, and an 
important lesson for our customers and communities to 
embrace as we work together to protect the environ-
ment and reduce the frequency of tree-related power 
outages.”   

The goal of the October 2nd event was to bring to-
gether municipal, community and forestry leaders for a 
candid lesson on what Worcester and other communi-
ties can do to best prepare for and respond to forestry 
challenges from weather, wildlife and financial con-
straints that frequently harm urban forests. 

Selected panel topics included: lessons learned, suc-
cess stories, best practices in forestry, crisis prepara-
tion and management, the importance of building pri-
vate and public partnerships and the power of action.� 

Left to right: Eric Seaborn, DCR; Anne-Marie Moran, National 

Grid; Rick Farrell, National Grid; Michael O’Brien, Worcester 

City Manager and Brian Breveleri, City Arborist. 
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December 31 Tree City USA 
Application Deadline  

www.mass.gov/dcr/stewardship/forestry/urban 

(617) 626-1468 

January 6-7 97th Annual Conference 
Sturbridge Host Hotel 

www.masstreewardens.org 
(781) 894-4759 

February 3-5 New England Grows! 
BCEC, Boston, MA 

www.newenglandgrows.org 

March 9 UMass Community Tree Conference 
Stockbridge Hall, UMass Amherst 

www.umassgreeninfo.org 
(413) 545-0895  

April 30 
ARBOR DAY 

 

MAA Statewide Volunteer Service Day 
Sign up your community for a project! 

www.massarbor.org 

(508) 653-3009  
www.masstreewardens.org 

(781) 894-4759 

February 25 Ecological Landscaping Association 
Conference and Eco-Marketplace 
MassMutual Center, Springfield 

http://www.ecolandscaping.org 
(617) 436-5838  

April 10 MTWFA Seedling Program 
Deadline for 2010 Seedling Orders 

seedlings@masstreewardens.org 
(781) 894-4759 

February 9 

 

13th Annual Stockbridge School Job Fair 
Campus Center Auditorium, UMass Amherst  

(413) 545-3305 


