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Mass Qualified Tree Warden Course 

The MQTW course has wrapped up for 2023. Thank you to our amazing instructors who included: Marc Welch (course 
coordinator and overall MQTW-guru), Tom Brady, Dave Hawkins, Julie Coop, Rick Harper, Paul Sellers, George 
Ackerson, Kristina Bezanson, Dave Lefcourt, Rich Parasiliti, and Tim Lockett. 

Fifty-two folks from Gill to Springfield graduated after six days of amazing education. Massachusetts trees are in great 
hands! Congratulations, graduates!

The Mass Qualified Tree Warden (MQTW) course will be offered again in 2025. MQTW is designed to educate tree wardens 
about what they need to know to fulfill their duties. Those who successfully complete the course receive the Massachusetts 
Qualified Tree Warden (MQTW) designation and certificate of achievement.
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Spotted Lanternfly Update from UMass Extension
From the Landscape Message, November 17, 2023

Spotted Lanternfly: (Lycorma delicatula, SLF) is a non-native, 
invasive insect that feeds on over 103 species of plants, including many 
trees and shrubs that are important in our landscapes.

As of November 2023, the MA Department of Agricultural Resources 
(MDAR) has confirmed the presence of additional populations of 
spotted lanternfly in Massachusetts. This brings the total established 
populations of spotted lanternfly in Massachusetts to those in the 
following communities: Agawam, Springfield, Holyoke, Worcester, 
Shrewsbury, Fitchburg, Southborough, Ashland, Wellesley, Weston, and Chelmsford, MA. 

As a reminder, there is no reason to be preemptively treating for this insect in other areas of Massachusetts. If you suspect 
you have found spotted lanternfly in additional locations, please report it immediately to MDAR. If you are living and working 
in the above listed areas, please be vigilant and continue to report anything suspicious. Additionally, information about 
managing spotted lanternfly is provided in the Spotted Lanternfly Management Guide for Professionals, below.

For More Information:

Spotted Lanternfly Management Guide for Professionals: https://ag.umass.edu/landscape/fact-sheets/
spotted-lanternfly-management (or scan QR code at left)

*Note that management may only be necessary in areas where this insect has become established in 
Massachusetts and if high value host plants are at risk. Preemptive management of the spotted lanternfly is not 
recommended.

Scan for map of 

in MA.
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2024 Annual Conference Schedule
Tuesday, January 9, 2024
7:45-8:30	 Registration and Coffee
8:30-8:45	 Opening Session Annual Meeting
8:45-8:55	 Massachusetts Urban and Community 

Forestry Update - Julie Coop - An overview 
of the State’s Urban and Community Forestry 
Program and program highlights.

8:55-9:05	 UMass Update - Dr. Rick Harper - Learn 
about research activities and student-led tree 
inventories.

9:05-9:55	 Massachusetts Forest Health Update - Nicole 
Keleher - Learn about the major forest health 
concerns and highlights in 2023, what to expect 
in 2024, and potential future invaders.

9:55-10:35	 Break with Exhibitors
10:35-11:25	The Use of Logical Fallacies - Mark 

Duntemann - Learn about logical fallacies in the 
context of tree risk management.

11:25-11:55 Citizen Science - Deborah Merriam - 
Conservation organizations can embrace citizen 
science to engage volunteers to collect scientific 
data to accomplish their management goals.

11:55-1:00	 Luncheon—Banquet and Annual Meeting
1:00-2:30    KEYNOTE — How Urban Green Can Help to 

Mitigate the Hazards and Risks of Climate 
Change Impacts. Future-Proof Green Cities 
Make Future-Proof Countries—Dr. Francesco 
Ferrini - This presentation underscores the 
multifaceted benefits of urban greenery in 
mitigating the adverse effects of climate change 
impacts and charts a roadmap for building 
resilient cities, and by extension, resilient nations.

2:30-3:10    Break with Exhibitors
3:10-4:10    Beech Leaf Disease - Dr. Beth Brantley - 

Biological threats including phytophthora, beech 
bark disease, wood decay pathogens, foliar 
feeding arthropods, and beech leaf disease will 
be discussed, including management strategies 
and results from recent research.

4:10-4:30	 Wrap-Up—Door Prizes
4:30-6:00    Reception in Exhibit Hall. Join us for a social 

generously supported by our exhibitors.

Wednesday, January 10, 2024
8:30-9:15    Registration and Coffee
9:15-10:15 	 Developing a Tree Risk Assessment Policy 

and Process - Mark Duntemann This session 
will present a framework for companies, 
government agencies, and land managers 
for campuses, homeowner associations, golf 
courses and the like to establish and implement 
a simple policy on conducting tree risk 
assessments.

10:15-10:55 Break with Exhibitors
10:55-11:55	Department of Labor Standards Workplace 

Safety and Health - Dawn Toon - One of tree 
work’s most significant hazards is falls from 
heights, other common risks include falling 
branches or trees, exposure to electrical lines, 
exposure to hazardous noise levels, inhalation 
of particulates, and contact with hazardous 
materials. We will discuss various solutions and 
strategies to mitigate these hazards effectively.

11:55-12:55 Lunch
12:55-1:55   Tree Warden Panel - Sustainable 

Arboriculture and Urban Forestry in our 
Communities - Moderated by Dave Hawkins 
with tree wardens from a variety of communities 
- This discussion will focus on how municipalities 
are taking advantage of the tremendous 
opportunities for urban forestry and urban 
greening to align with municipal sustainability 
initiatives.

1:55-2:45    Trees and Shrubs in the Landscape: 2023 
Disease Review - Dr. Nicholas J. Brazee - Dr. 
Brazee will cover the most important diseases 
affecting landscape trees and shrubs over 
this past year. When applicable, management 
recommendations will be discussed.  

          2:50	 Childs Fund Raffle, Door Prizes and Closing

*The conference educational program is funded in part by a grant from the USDA Forest Service 
through the Massachusetts Department of Conservation and Recreation Urban and Community 

Forestry Program.
In addition, if attending the Annual Conference is a financial burden, the USDA Forest Service through the Massachusetts 

Department of Conservation and Recreation Urban and Community Forestry Program has provided grant dollars to support 
conference registration. 

Please contact staff@masstreewardens.org to apply.

Scan with a smartphone 
for online registration.
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Tuesday January 9, 2024
7:45-8:30 Registra on and Co ee

8:30-8:45 Opening Session Annual Mee ng

8:45-8:55    Massachuse s Urban and Community 
Forestry Update—Julie Coop 

8:55-9:05 UMass Update—Dr. Richard Harper

9:05-9:55    Massachuse s Forest Health Update—
Nicole Keleher    

9:55-10:35  Break with Exhibitors

10:35-11:25 The Use of Logical Fallacies—Mark 
Duntemann

11:25-11:55 Ci zen Science—Debrah Merriam

11:55-1:00   Luncheon—Banquet and Annual Mee ng

1:00-2:30    KEYNOTE — How Urban Green Can Help 
to Mi gate the Hazards and Risks of 
Climate Change Impacts. Future-Proof 
Green Ci es Make Future-Proof 
Countries—Dr. Francesco Ferrini 

2:30-3:10   Break with Exhibitors

3:10-4:10 Beech Leaf Disease —Dr. Beth Brantley

4:10-4:30    Wrap-Up—Door Prizes

4:30-6:00    Recep on in Exhibit Hall. Join us for a 
recep on generously supported by our 
exhibitors.

2024 Annual Conference Schedule

2024 Annual Conference Registration Form
Names
A
B
C
D
E

Contact Affiliation
Organization
Address
City/State/Zip
Phone Email
PRE-CONFERENCE REGISTRATION 
before Jan 5th Name A Name B Name C Name D Name E
Member Fee $220* $
Non-Member Fee $235* $
Full-Time Student (Free)* $
Optional 2023 Dues
Individual $85 $
Commercial $120 $
Student or Senior $25 $
CURRENT MQTW (place check in box)
CURRENT TREE WARDEN 
(place check in box)
LATE REGISTRATION after Jan. 5th
Member Fee $245
Non-Member Fee $260
Subtotal Per Attendee

Please Advise Us of Any Special Dietary Needs - staff@masstreewardens.org
GRAND TOTAL FROM ABOVE FOR ALL NAMES $__________________________
Circle the Payment Method: Check (Payable to MTWFA) PO#
Credit Card #
EXP: 3 Digit Code:
Name of Card
Billing Address

Register by Mail, Fax or Online (scan the QR code)
MTWFA, P.O. Box 5141, Norwell, MA  02061 Phone: 781-894-4759
Fax: 413-315-3454 Email: staff@masstreewardens.org

*The conference educaǝonal program is funded in part by a grant from the USDA Forest Service through the
Massachuseǧs Department of Conservaǝon and Recreaǝon Urban and Community Bureau of Forestry Pro-

gram. In addiǝon, if aǧending the Annual Conference is a Ŭnancial burden, the USDA Forest 
Service through the Massachuseǧs Department of Conservaǝon and Recreaǝon Urban and Community For-

estry Program has provided grant dollars to  support conference registraǝon. Please contact  
staũ@masstreewardens.org to apply.

Wednesday, January 10, 2024

8:30-9:15    Registra on and Co ee

9:15-10:15 Developing a Tree Risk Assessment Policy 
& Process—Mark Duntemann

10:15-10:55 Break with Exhibitors

10:55-11:55 DLS Workplace Safety & Health—Dawn 
Toon

11:55-12:55 Lunch

12:55-1:55   Tree Warden Panel - Sustainable 
Arboriculture and Urban Forestry in our 
Communi es—Dave Hawkins 
(moderator)

1:55-2:45     Trees and Shrubs in the Landscape: 2023 
Disease Review—Nicholas J. Brazee, PhD

2:50    Childs Fund Ra e, Door Prizes and 
Closing

Scan for Online 
Registration 
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DCR Updates
2023 Tree City USA Applications Due December 31

It’s that time of year again! If you are a longtime Tree City USA or are applying for the 
first time, the best way to submit your application is through the Arbor Day Foundation 
online portal. www.arborday.org/programs/treecityusa.

About Tree City USA
The Tree City USA program provides communities with a framework to maintain and 
grow their tree canopy and provides recognition that a city or town has established trees 
as a priority and has made good decisions about the management of these resources. 
It fosters a sense of pride and good will toward the appearance and livability of your community. Tree City status is also 
considered if you apply to the DCR Urban and Community Forestry Grant Program

Your community can receive annual Tree City recognition by meeting four standards:

1. Tree Board or Department: 
2. A Tree Care Ordinance 

3. Minimum Community Forestry Annual 
Budget of $2 per Capita 
4. Arbor Day Observance and Proclamation

Growth Award
We encourage existing Tree City USA communities to apply for a Growth Award. Categories 
of activities eligible for a Growth Award include: Building the Team; Measuring Trees & 
Forests; Planning the Work; Performing the Work; and The Community Framework. Did 
your community support or sponsor employees or partners to attend state, ISA, or TCIA 
professional development opportunities? That counts! Did your program start a community 
tree nursery? That counts! Find out more details about the work the Growth Award 
recognizes at www.arborday.org/programs/treecityusa.

To find out more about Tree City USA and how to apply, visit the DCR Urban & Community Forestry website www.mass.gov/
dcr/ucf or contact Mathew Cahill, mathew.cahill@mass.gov.

Annual Arbor Day Poster Contest for 3rd, 4th, and 5th Graders
2024 Theme:
Healthy Trees, Healthy Towns
We are pleased to announce the expansion of 
the Arbor Day Poster Contest to include 3rd and 
4th grades, in addition to 5th grade students. 

How it works: Each school holds its own poster 
contest for each participating grade and submits 
their winning poster(s) to the DCR. Prizes 
include art and science supplies, a tree planting, 
and recognition awards. The DCR can accept 
one poster from each eligible grade (3rd, 4th, 
and 5th) per school. Not every eligible grade 
needs to participate in each school. Home 
schooled or non-participating school students 
may submit their posters and enter the contest 
individually. 
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The Bark is made possible by a U.S. Forest Service grant, facilitated through Massachusetts  
Department of Conservation and Recreation Urban and Community Forestry Program.  
USDA Non-Discrimination Statement
In accordance with federal civil rights law and U.S. Department 
of Agriculture (USDA) civil rights regulations and policies, the 
USDA, its Agencies, offices, and employees, and institutions 
participating in or administering USDA programs are prohibited 
from discriminating based on race, color, national origin, sex, 
disability, age, or reprisal or retaliation for prior civil rights activity in 
any program or activity conducted or funded by USDA.
Persons with disabilities who require alternative means of 
communication for program information (e.g. Braille, large print, 
audiotape, American Sign Language, etc.), should contact the 
Agency (State or local) where they applied for benefits. Individuals 
who are deaf, hard of hearing or have speech disabilities may 
contact USDA through the Federal Relay Service at (800) 877-
8339. Additionally, program information may be made available in 
languages other than English.

To file a program complaint of discrimination, complete the USDA 
Program Discrimination Complaint Form, (AD-3027) found online 
at: http://www.ascr.usda.gov/complaint_filing_cust.html, and at any 
USDA office, or write a letter addressed to USDA and provide in the 
letter all of the information requested in the form. To request a copy 
of the complaint form, call (866) 632-9992. Submit your completed 
form or letter to USDA by:
(1) mail: U.S. Department of Agriculture 
Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights 
1400 Independence Avenue, SW 
Washington, D.C. 20250-9410
(2) fax: (202) 690-7442; or
(3) email: program.intake@usda.gov
This institution is an equal opportunity provider.

From Grubs to Shrubs to the Tallest Trees

Gomtaro 
Root-Cutting 
Saw

Choose a pole, 
choose a 
sawhead

Zubat Curved Saw

Ultra-sharp, 
lightweight saws

Heavy duty 
telescoping 
pole saws

Lightweight telescoping pruners
Poles, pruner heads, and saw blades

Skid Sprayers
Rears 300-gallon skid; Honda engine; medium 
pressure diaphragm pump.

Professional tools & equipment for tree care experts

CALL FOR A CATALOG
800-634-5557 www.oescoinc.com
8 Ashfield Road / Rt. 116, Conway, MA  01341

Feeding Needle
High pressure, high volume steel pipe 
needle with adjustable step plate & 
interchangeable tips.

High pressure, high volume steel pipe 
needle with adjustable step plate & 




