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MTWFA Executive Board 2025
OFFICERS
President—Rich Parasiliti, Jr, Northampton

Vice President—Blair Crane, Norfolk

Secretary—Chris Gonzalez, Eversource 

Treasurer—Brandon Schmitt, Wellesley

Past President—Ed Olsen, Needham

COUNTY DELEGATES
Essex—Jonathan Fobert, Marblehead 

Middlesex—David Lefcourt, Cambridge 

Norfolk/Bristol—Open

Southeast—Jeremiah Pearson, Falmouth 

Western Mass—David Hawkins, Pelham

Worcester—Paul Raskevitz, Athol

AT-LARGE
Joel Custance, Lexington

Kyle Grendell, Westborough

Scott Hathaway, Westfield

Paul Newell, Greenfield

Chris Rosa, Malden

Paul Sellers, Falmouth

Alex Sherman, Springfield

Alan Snow, Amherst

Marc Welch, Newton

NEWSLETTER EDITORS
Heather Leff, MTWFA Executive Director

Mollie Freilicher, News & Events Editor
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 B&B 
Grow Bags
Bare Root

Street Tree Specialists! 

Wide Selection of 
Fastigiate & Underwire Trees

JWK@AmherstNurseries.com 
(413)834-8873

Put our Experience to Work for You! 
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10 Aldrin Road, P.O. Box 810
Plymouth, MA 02362-0810

Bartlett Consolidated recovers trees damaged in motor
vehicle crashes, providing planting and removal services at

no cost to the property owner

WWW.BARTLETTCONSOLIDATED.COM

Your paragraph textFOR SERVICE CALL 1-800-562-7474
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Professional Development Series
Western Mass Tree Wardens Dinner Meeting
Monday, March 20, 2025 5:00 - 7:30 p.m. | Northampton

AGENDA
5:00 - 5:15 Registration and gathering
5:15 - 5:45 2025 Municipal Forestry Institute’s immersive week-long 

training opportunity with Leah Grigorov
5:45-6:15 Dinner
6:15 - 7:15 The 2024 MA wildfires and post-fire risk mitigation on public 

and private lands, with Dave Celino
7:15 - 7:30 Wrap-up and evaluations

Municipal Forestry Institute Training Opportunity Longmeadow’s Tree Warden 
and Conservation Agent, Leah Grigorov, will discuss the exciting, high-level training 
opportunity provided by the Institute. This intensive week-long training helps you 
master the leadership and management tools needed to take your program to the 
next level. 

Massachusetts 2024 Wildýre Overview and Post-Fire Risk Mitigation. DCR 
Chief Fire Warden, David Celino, will discuss the historical impacts of wildfire in 
Massachusetts and the very active 2024 wildfire season. How post-fire mitigation 
of fire-damaged trees adjacent to roads, trails, and other passive recreation areas 
became a significant issue in 2024.

Credits: 1 MQTW Credit, 1.5 ISA CEUs Pending, 1.5 MAA Education Credits 
Pending. $40. 

First Aid, CPR, and AED with Stop the Bleed

Monday, March 24, 2025 8:00 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. | Falmouth

Do you need to get your CPR, First Aid, and AED certificate, or do you need to 
renew? This class is for you! Don’t miss this chance to get your American Heart 
Association Certificate. This course will be taught by Heart Start CPR. 4 CEUs are 
pending. Limited to 30 participants. $105 Member, $125 Non-Member.

Proper Tree Planting
April 16, 2025 | 11:00 a.m. - 2:30 p.m. | Sandwich

Successful tree establishment depends on proper planting. Adherence to industry 
best management practices (BMPs) will result in fewer girdling roots, better plant 
performance, and higher survival rates. Sign up now to learn what you need to know 
to ensure a good start for trees on urban sites. Limited to 40 participants. Member 
$45, Non-Member $55. 
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OESCO, Inc.
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Scenes from the 112th Annual Conference

Conference attendees enjoying lunch.

The winner of the chainsaw

Outgoing MTWFA President, 
Ed Olsen (right), and incoming 
president Rich Parasiliti, Jr. (left).

Professor Pricklethorn teaching 
conference attendees about how 
trees grow.

Dr. Christine Carmichael presenting.

Ana Nenshati, winner 
of the battery-powered 
blower donated by M&H 
Equipment Sales.
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The Bark is made possible by a U.S. Forest Service grant, facilitated through Massachusetts  
Department of Conservation and Recreation Urban and Community Forestry Program.  
USDA Non-Discrimination Statement
In accordance with federal civil rights law and U.S. Department 
of Agriculture (USDA) civil rights regulations and policies, the 
USDA, its Agencies, offices, and employees, and institutions 
participating in or administering USDA programs are prohibited 
from discriminating based on race, color, national origin, sex, 
disability, age, or reprisal or retaliation for prior civil rights activity in 
any program or activity conducted or funded by USDA.
Persons with disabilities who require alternative means of 
communication for program information (e.g. Braille, large print, 
audiotape, American Sign Language, etc.), should contact the 
Agency (State or local) where they applied for benefits. Individuals 
who are deaf, hard of hearing or have speech disabilities may 
contact USDA through the Federal Relay Service at (800) 877-
8339. Additionally, program information may be made available in 
languages other than English.

To file a program complaint of discrimination, complete the USDA 
Program Discrimination Complaint Form, (AD-3027) found online 
at: http://www.ascr.usda.gov/complaint_filing_cust.html, and at any 
USDA office, or write a letter addressed to USDA and provide in the 
letter all of the information requested in the form. To request a copy 
of the complaint form, call (866) 632-9992. Submit your completed 
form or letter to USDA by:
(1) mail: U.S. Department of Agriculture 
Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights 
1400 Independence Avenue, SW 
Washington, D.C. 20250-9410
(2) fax: (202) 690-7442; or
(3) email: program.intake@usda.gov
This institution is an equal opportunity provider.

Products
Power

Mayer Power offers a wide variety of products and services
to the North Shore’s Tree and Landscape Professionals

Please come visit our shop at 7 Scotts Way, Essex 01929
978-768-9909         www.mayerpower.com

Please come visit our shop at 7 Scotts Way, Essex 01929
978-768-9909         www.mayerpower.com

Stihl professional chain saws, blowers, and arborist equipment
Both two-cycle and battery powered.

SAWS, BLOWERS, TRIMMERS           CLIMBING GEAR           GLOVES, HARDHATS, SAFTEY GLASSES, CHAPS

PERSONAL PROTECTIVE EQUIPMENT           A VARIETY OF PRUNING TOOLS           MULCH, LOAM, WOOD CHIPS
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