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Mass Qualified Tree Warden Training is Back for 2025

The Mass Qualified Tree Warden Training is designed to educate tree wardens 
about what they need to know to fulfill their duties in communities large and small 
across Massachusetts. Those who successfully complete the course receive the 

Massachusetts Qualified Tree Warden (MQTW) designation and certificate of achievement. 
The course is offered every other year and consists of seven modules, from what it means 
to be a tree warden to community tree management, to working with partners to achieve 
community goals. The course takes place this fall at the UMass Mt. Ida Campus in Newton 
from 8:30 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. For additional details on the training and about the Massachusetts 
tree warden qualification, go to www.masstreewardens.org. 

MTWFA’s educational programs are made possible through a grant from the USDA Forest Service, Urban and Community 
Forestry Program and the Massachusetts Department of Conservation and Recreation, Bureau of Forestry. If attending the 
MQTW course is a ýnancial burden, the USDA Forest Service through the Massachusetts Department of Conservation and 
Recreation Urban and Community Forestry Program has provided grant dollars to support workshop registration. Please 
contact staff@masstreewardens.org for more information.

Scan to 
ýnd out 

more about 
the Mass 
Qualiýed 

Tree 
Warden 
Training.
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President’s Message
Dear Members,

Happy late spring and welcome to early summer! As we 
transition through the seasons, it reminds me of the Monarch 
butterfly’s first stages of metamorphosis. Spring is the time 
of renewal, or the egg stage, where new life begins. Tree 
buds are opening and leaves are emerging, Cherry and 
Redbud tree blooms are in process and the turf is awoken 
from is winter slumber. Early summer is a time for growth, or 
the larval stage. The Eastern White Pine’s pollen is in swing, 
the Tulip trees are in bloom, and development of early wood 
has begun. My hope is that we all look to spring and early 
summer as a time of awakening and renewal. Our industry 
is fortunate to be able to influence and participate in this 
renewal firsthand year after year, and it’s good to take a step 
a back time to time and enjoy this metamorphosis.

Our organization has had a busy spring, which we expect 
will continue into the summer. The Arbor/Earth Day 
Seedling Program has closed, and a thank you to those who 
participated. With your continued support year after year, we 
have created a sustainable model to provide scholarships to 
students in the field of Arboriculture and Urban Forestry. 

We had great attendance at our recent Professional 
Development Series (PDS), which included the Western 
Mass Spring Dinner in Northampton, First Aid and CPR 
Training in Falmouth, Tree Planting Workshop in Sandwich, 
and Chainsaw Safety Seminar in Amherst. I want to extend 
a thank you to all the attendees, the host communities that 
sponsored the training, the Executive Director, and Executive 
Board. With your support, we continue to provide valuable 
education to those engaged in our profession. 

I would like to extend a heartfelt thank you to Professor 
Pricklethorn (Warren Hoselton) for his presentations given to 
students in three Western Massachusetts public schools in 
April. The presentations were well received and invaluable. 
We look forward to continuing this partnership with Warren 
to educate young people about the importance of trees. I am 
hopeful that we are inspiring a generation of young people 
today to take up the mantle of urban forestry in the future! A 
special thank you to Executive Board Members Paul Sellers, 
Leah Grigorov, Alex Sherman, and Julie Coop who facilitated 
these events and helped to make them a success! 

Speaking of events, the 2025 Tree Warden 
of the Year Celebration took place in 
Norfolk on May 14th. There was a good 
turnout for our own Blair Crane, the 
Public Works Director of Norfolk. With 
Senator Rebecca Rausch, Representative 
Marcus Vaughn, Selectboard Chair Anita 
Mecklenburg, and members of our Executive Board in 
attendance, a tree was planted commemorating the event. 
Blair is dedicated to the town in his position as Director 
and takes his role as Tree Warden as not just another 
responsibility but as a duty he performs with distinction. 
Cheers, Blair!

Please reserve August 27th, as we will be hosting the 
MTWFA Annual Field Day (Chicken Bake) at the Upland 
Sportsman’s Club in Plympton. Last year’s event was 
well attended, with a great vendor line up, educational 
presentations, and a delicious lunch. I hope to see you all 
there!

Be on the lookout for the Massachusetts Tree Wardens’ 
PDS Workshop Survey. (See below.) The information from 
the survey will help the Education and Training Committee 
better define what you would like to see in the way of future 
professional educational opportunities. They are in the 
process of creating a road map of PDS workshops to provide 
both members and non-members with valuable education 
over the next two years and we need your input!

On a personal note, summer has always been a time for 
me to spend with family and friends enjoying each other’s 
company in backyards by the grill, at the beach near the 
water, in the woods on a hike, or simply watching the sunset. 
I hope that you all can make the time this summer to be with 
those people who matter most to you and to get the rest and 
relaxation you need to be recharged for the fall season!

Once again, thank you for your trust, commitment, and 
passion. I look forward to working together to strengthen 
our industry, uplift our communities, and continue making a 
difference.

Best regards, Rich

WE WANT YOUR FEEDBACK!  
MTWFA Member Survey – Education Topics - Deadline June 15th
The MTWFA would like to hear from you about topics for educational programs! Please take 2 minutes to scan 
the QR code and provide us with your feedback or complete the survey at https://bit.ly/MTWFA.
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10 Aldrin Road, P.O. Box 810
Plymouth, MA 02362-0810

Bartlett Consolidated recovers trees damaged in motor
vehicle crashes, providing planting and removal services at

no cost to the property owner

WWW.BARTLETTCONSOLIDATED.COM

Your paragraph textFOR SERVICE CALL 1-800-562-7474
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 B&B 
Grow Bags
Bare Root

Street Tree Specialists! 

Wide Selection of 
Fastigiate & Underwire Trees

JWK@AmherstNurseries.com 
(413)834-8873

Put our Experience to Work for You! 
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Massachusetts Legacy Tree Program
By Denise Lewis

Through the Legacy Tree Program and the National 
Champion Tree Registry, the Legacy Tree Program delves 
into the rich tapestry of Massachusetts’ heritage trees, large 
trees, and trees of unique and significant importance. This 
initiative acknowledges Massachusetts’ most impressive 
trees, including those with botanical features, historical 
significance, and unique importance. The program offers 
a platform for showcasing the remarkable trees around 
Massachusetts. Legacy trees are important because 
they serve as living monuments of historical, cultural, or 
ecological significance, offering insights into the past and 
contributing to biodiversity and environmental stability for 
future generations. This program actively invites every 
person in Massachusetts to nominate favorite trees within 
their communities and potentially have the nominated tree 
shown on the Department of Conservation and Recreation’s 
Legacy Tree Program virtual tour, allowing others to learn 
more about the tree.

The Department of Conservation and Recreation Forestry 
Program has implemented the Legacy Tree Program 
and the National Champion Tree Registry to identify and 
acknowledge the most remarkable trees in Massachusetts. 
Initially, the program was only on paper. Nominations 
were submitted on paper through the mail, a method that 
required more time and decreased accessibility to the 
general public. The program shifted online as a solution, 
increasing convenience and accessibility, and expediting the 
nomination process. The overarching goals of this research 
are to show the importance of trees across Massachusetts 
and to foster a deeper connection between individuals and 
the trees within their communities. By addressing these 
objectives, the research seeks to contribute to a heightened 
awareness of the ecological, cultural, and aesthetic value of 
trees.

What is considered a large tree?

The criteria by which a tree is classified as large and of note 
are as follows. The size of the large tree must fall within 
25 percent of the current champion for that species. A 
“Champion Tree” is an individual specimen that is the largest 
on record for its species. A Champion Tree is calculated by 
Trunk Circumference (inches) + Height (feet) + ¼ Average 
Crown Spread (feet) to find the Total Points. The points 
are based on the system formulated by American Forests 
to standardize tree measuring across the country. Trees 
are compared against each other using that system, and 
eventually, a champion is crowned.

What is considered a historical tree?

Certain trees have significance beyond just size. A tree 
that holds importance due to its age, association with 
a significant event or person, cultural importance, or 
unique characteristics that make it stand out is considered 
a “Historical Tree.” These trees might have witnessed 
historical events, provided shade to famous figures, or have 
existed for an exceptionally long time making them living 
historical monuments.

What is considered a botanical tree?

This classification is the most subjective way for a tree to 
join the registry. Botanical trees embody the concept of 
their species and are considered aesthetically pleasing 

American Sycamore (Platanus occidentalis), Sunderland. 
This American Sycamore got its nickname “Buttonball Tree” 
because of its large size and popularity. This exceptionally 
large tree is the Massachusetts State Champion and is likely 
the largest of its kind on the East Coast. 

                                                                      Continued on page 8
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Continued on page 9
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RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

The outcomes of this project are multifaceted. Firstly, 
a comprehensive database of Legacy Trees across 
Massachusetts was compiled, highlighting their botanical 
attributes and historical narratives. There has been a 
collection of 353 legacy trees, and 112 champion trees 
across the state of Massachusetts. As of May of 2024, nine 
legacy trees have grown to be the new champion trees of 
their species, and six new trees have been added to the 
Champion Tree’s list.

With the collection of data from nominations and discussions 
with organizations, the website is officially hosted on the 
DCR’s Legacy Tree Program website and is now live to the 
public, which serves as a visual testament to the diverse and 
inspiring trees that grace the state. With the program being 
more accessible now, public engagement metrics have been 
greater than before, reflecting a growing appreciation for the 
ecological and cultural importance of trees and indicating a 
successful outreach effort.

The i-Tree Eco software was used  estimate the ecosystem 
benefits provided by the legacy and champion trees, though 
the limitations of i-Tree Eco in measuring larger tree sizes 
resulted in some inaccurate information. Due to these 
limitations, the next phase involves exploring the use of a 
similar program or utilizing ArcGIS models to provide more 
precise estimations of the environmental benefits offered 
by these trees. These benefits could include contributions 
to carbon sequestration, cooling effects in urban areas, air 
purification, water management, and habitat creation. By 
implementing more advanced tools, a better understanding 
of the ecological value of legacy trees will be achieved, 
allowing for more accurate data on how these trees support 
the environment.

CONCLUSION

The Legacy Tree Program and National Champion Tree 
Registry have played a crucial role in elevating awareness of 
the large and historically significant trees found throughout 
Massachusetts. The initiative has created opportunities 
for communities to engage with their environment by 
recognizing trees with exceptional ecological, cultural, 
and historical value. The transition from paper-based 
submissions to an online platform has streamlined the 
nomination process, making it more accessible to the public 
and fostering greater participation.

Legacy trees serve as living monuments, offering valuable 
insights into past landscapes and the species that have 

thrived within them. By identifying and cataloging these 
remarkable trees, the program creates a bridge between the 
past and future, helping to ensure that these natural wonders 
are preserved for generations to come.

Future efforts will focus on improving methods for measuring 
the environmental contributions of legacy trees, using more 
advanced tools to better understand their benefits, such as 
carbon sequestration, air quality improvement, and water 
management. These efforts are essential to ensuring that 
the program continues to grow and contribute to a deeper 
understanding of trees’ critical role in supporting the 
environment.
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Legacy Trees, continued from page 8
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FROM GRUBS TO SHRUBS TO THE TALLEST TREES

Gomtaro 
Root-Cutting 
Saw

Choose a pole, 
choose a 
sawhead

Zubat Curved Saw

Ultra-sharp, 
lightweight saws

Heavy duty 
telescoping 
pole saws

Lightweight telescoping pruners
Poles, pruner heads, and saw blades

Skid Sprayers
Rears 300-gallon skid; Honda engine; 
medium pressure diaphragm pump.

Professional Tools & Equipment for Tree Care Experts

Call for a catalog
800-634-5557 
www.oescoinc.com
8 Ashfi eld Rd. / Rt. 116, Conway, MA 01341

Feeding Needle
High pressure, high volume steel 
pipe needle with adjustable step 
plate & interchangeable tips.

High pressure, high volume steel 
pipe needle with adjustable step 

Choose a pole, 
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Professor Pricklethorn was BACK

The Massachusetts Tree Warden’s and Foresters’ Association is proud 
to have hosted Professor Pricklethorn, A.K.A. Warren Hoselton, for 
the third time at Massachusetts’ schools. The tour spanned April 30th 

to May 2nd and visited schools in Westfield, Longmeadow, and Springfield. 

During an exciting and interactive presentation on photosynthesis and 
the importance of trees, students learned about both the visible and 
invisible gifts that trees give us and how these benefits impact the quality 
of our everyday lives. They learned why arborists focus on “planting the 
right tree in the right place”. They role played to show how the process of 
photosynthesis works and is key to the growth of all things green. They 
absorbed simple tree facts that will elevate the importance of the trees 
around them. Finally, they participated in a tree “pledge” that summarizes 
the presentation and puts tree preservation,  protection and awareness 
into practice. The presentations emphasized the universal “wellness” and 
benefits that urban trees and forests deliver to us as well as how and why it 
is that trees make us feel better and live healthier lives.

Huge THANK YOU to all of the schools that participated and the local Tree 
Wardens and Massachusetts Department of Conservation and Education 
staff. Another shout out to At-Large MTWFA board member, Paul Sellers, 
for coordinating this amazing program! 
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